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Enclosed are five (5) copies of materials with which we are requesting the Commission’s review and
quickly proceed with all necessary actions to rule-make on the need for Hazard Lighting on ail future
snowmobiles.

With the assistance of Congressman James Oberstar and Lowell F. Martin, Esq. Of the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission Office of the General Counsel, we submit these documents.

Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Yy S bl Fh e

Al Lakosky
Michelle Robillard

Snow Glows™ Make Safety A Beautiful Thing * Safety & Convenience, at a Flick of a Switch!






HAZARD LIGHTING SYSTEM FOR SNOWMOBILES

To the Consumer Products Safety Commission

Office of the Secretary
Washington, DC 20207

Our request to Petition the Commission to rule-make on the
needed addition of a Hazard Light System on all future Snowmobiles.

Enclosed are five copies of materials which establish this claim.

Presented and requested by:

Allen J. Lakosky and Michelle Robillard
Snow Glow® Inc
312 2nd Ave North
Virginia, MN 55792
218-749-GLOW (4569)
218-749-6909 FAX



SNOW GLOW® INC.

Manufacturers of Specialized Lighting Systems
312 Ind Ave North, Virginia, MN 55792 * 218-749-GLOW (4569) * fax 218-749-6909
snowglow@rangenet.com http://www.snowglow.com

January 30, 2002

Office of the Secretary
Consumer Products Safety Commission
Washington, DC 20207

Dear Commisston Staff:

I, Allen J. Lakosky and Michelle Robillard, representatives of Snow Glow Inc, 312 2nd Avenue North,
Virginia, MN 55792 (218-749-4569) wish to address serious concerns due to a lighting deficiency in all
manufactured Snowmobiles and petition the Commission to rule-make on the needed addition of a Hazard
Lighting System on all future Snowmobiles.

The facts we provide which establish this claim include our personal experience; other snowmobiler’s
testimonials and experiences with night riding; reference to accident, injury and fatality reports of the
Consumer Products Safety Commission; and other educational information researched and obtained from
the snowmobile manufacturers, industry related agencies and organizations, law enforcement, insurance
industry and more.

The history and development of this product/concept began in 1997 when an employee of the Arctic Cat
Corporation mentioned to Al Lakosky, an Accessory Lighting Vendor, that he, at Arctic Cat, had been
made aware of an increasing concern of snowmobile customers which is the fact that “a snowmobile is
completely dark when the engine is not running, while stopped or parked, and the risks involved
with that”. He suggested that Al come up with a solution. Six weeks later, Mr. Lakosky visited the
Arctic Cat plant with the first prototype of a fully self contained Hazard Lighting System for
snowmobiles.

The sport of snowmobiling has become increasingly popular over the past several decades. It is believed
that this increase in popularity can be aftributed, at least in part, to advances made in snowmobile design
technology. As a result of this increase in popularity, snowmobile traffic on lakes and trails in New
England States, Mountain States and the Upper Midwest has increased. It is expected that the popularity
of snowmobiling will continue to grow, and the congestion on snowmobile trails will increase.

It is known that the growth in snowmobile traffic has resulted in an increased number of snowmobile
related accidents. Many of the accidents occur at night. At this time, snowmobiles provide lighting in the
form of headlights, taillights and reflectors. These lights have two purposes. They allow the snowmobile
operator to see the terrain, and they increase the visibility of the snowmobile to others. The headlights and
taillights of snowmobiles presently on the market do not remain on when the snowmobiles are tumed off,
As a result, snowmobiles which are turned off may pose a hazard at night if they are not sufficiently
visible to other snowmobile operators. Snowmobile operators have many reasons to turn off their engines,
which in turn results in tuming off the headlights and taillights. While snowmobiles have become
increasingly reliable, mechanical failure often occurs and requires turning off the engine. In addition,
snowmobile operators often stop their vehicles for various other reasons including resting, checking fluid
Ievels, changing gloves, reading a map, and the like. Generatly, snowmobile operators do not want to
leave their snowmobiles running for a prolonged period of time. The reason is that the cooling systems of
most snowmobiles are designed to have snow constantly thrown onto their heat exchangers by means of
forward propulsion. Prolonged idling can cause the engine to overheat and ultimately become damaged.



Some snowmobile operators carry valuable lighting accessories such as a strobe, flare and/or flashlight
with them at night. They know when they leave their snowmobile on the side of a trail or on a lake
without any illumination, it poses a hazard to other snowmobile operators in the vicinity. If they leave the
flashlight with the snowmobile to illuminate it, the flashlight tends to project the light in one direction and
may not provide sufficient warning for other snowmobile operators in the vicinity. Further more, the cold
temperature has an adverse effect on the batteries causing decrease in voltage and a dimming of the light.
The same concerns apply to the strobe type accessories. A flare will blaze for a maximum of 15 to 30
mimutes before burning out. While these hand held accessories should be carried by all snowmobile
operators, they are ofien lost, stolen or forgotten when out on the trail.

Snowmobiles have become much faster over the years. As a result, snowmobiles often travel at high
speeds, even at night. It is believed that many snowmobile operators travel at speeds which are unsafe
considering the iflurnination provided by their headlight. Even if the snowmobile operators are not
traveling at high speeds, the snow conditions may be too slippery or icy to permit rapid braking once an
object comes within view of the snowmobile operators” headlight. Many groomed trails have rolling
terrain, sharp corners and tums which decrease visibility of potential hazards in the trails such as stopped
snowinobiles. When the hazard is another snowmobile which is not illuminated, severe injury can result if
the smowmobiles collide, or if an on-coming operator has cause to swerve to avoid the collision. With the
increase in snowmobile deaths in recent years, a need exists for providing better illumination for
snowmobiles which have been turned off.

At this time, due to the lack of agreement, cooperation and responsibility of the Snowmobile
Manufacturers, the Snowmobile Safety Certification Committee-SSCC, and the Society of Antomotive
Engineers Spowmobile Committee-SAE, regarding the need and added benefit of hazard lighting, we are
asking the Commtission to create and enforce a rule requiring all new production snowmobiles to
have auxiliary hazard lighting systems which must:
- have an energy power source separate from the main power source of the snowmobile;
- operate for a minimum of 40 howrs at 0 degrees Fahrenheit and function in temperatures
of minus 30 degrees Fahrenheit or colder;
- have an on-off switch that is separate from the main electrical system;
- must emit yellow light from the front of the snowmobile and red from the rear;
- have a flashing display and be visible in unobstructed darkness from at least one-half
mile distance, from the front and rear of the snowmobile.

These suggestions for the requirement of hazard lighting would allow the common snowmobiler to relate
to a parked and/or disabled snowmobile in the same way that drivers of automobiles have heighten
awareness and operating skill in various scenarios. When the driver of a traveling motor vehicle observes
a hazard flasher as utilized by a parked automobile, stopped school bus, construction work area, etc. that
warning is a call for caution that will benefit all. While being conspicuous is no guarantee that you will be
seen, it may improve your odds.

This request to petition the Commission presents a growing concern for the safety of spowmobile
operators, At the same time, we hope it expresses our knowledge, experience and love for this family
recreation and great sport that snowmobiling is. Snowmobiling as an industry is an essential investment for
many states economy and quality of life. The jobs, recreation and increasing tourisin it creates warrant the
added safety a built-in hazard light system will bring.

~ Attached you will find literature, Jetters, photos, news articles, statistics and individuals personal and
professional opinions and experiences acquired over time. We have attempted to remain focused on the
need for hazard lighting for snowmobiles and not to seek product endorsement in this effort. The fact is
we have developed, built and sold lighting products to snowmobile manufacturers since 1993. If useful we
have letters, new idea submission agreements, purchase orders, invoices and catalogs from the



snowmobile manufacturers which involve all our safety lighting products as well as those specific to the
Hazard Light System. The Polaris Corporation marketed the Hazard Light in their 2001 accessory catalog
but has since discontinued it. You will no longer find any of our hghting products in any of the
manufacturers catalogs.

It was with the suggestion of Congressman James Oberstar that we contacted the Office of the Secretary to
verify that the Commission retains jurisdiction over snowmobiles as a "consumer product” before
proceeding. We made that contact in December 2001, and as a result, were provided the necessary
information on the Procedure and Requirements to Petition for Rule-making which we have attempted to
fulfill here Based on the direction of that office and findings of the Consumer Products Safety
Commission relating to the CPSC Safety Act (see letters attached: U.S. House of Representatives James
Oberstar November 5, 2001 and U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission July,15,1975), we hope the
Commission will quickly acknowledge the lighting deficiency of “the snowmobile” which presents an
unreasonable risk of injury to a snowmobile operator in dark conditions. With your assistance and rule,
that risk can be reduced and possibly eliminated.

Please let us know if we can be of any additional assistance. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, . .
V24 2,7"%39’2{ Waﬁm/
Al Lakosky and Michelle Robillard

Snow Glows™ Make Safety A Beautiful Thing * Safety & Convenience, at a Flick of a Switch!



PHOTOGRAPHS & TEST RESULTS

SNOW GLOW HAZARD LIGHTING SYSTEM

Date: January 18, 2002

Time: Between 5:00 pm. to 7:00 pm.

Temperature: - 6 degrees Fahrenheit

Wind: Out of the North, gusting 15-25 mph with light dusting and blowing snow from the lake
Location: South Shores of Lake Vermilion, Minnesota

Conflicting / Contaminating Light Sources: one quarter moon, clear and star lit skies

The photo facts provided here prove that when parked or shut down for any reason, stock
snowmobiles exhibit poor reflective qualities. They cannot be seen in dark and/or blowing snow
conditions until 1/10.of a mile - when looking for them!

Fact — Snow Glow Hazard Light System projects light for more than 10 times the distance a
stock rear reflector can and where there is No visibility available from the front of a stock
snowmobile, Snow Glow’s flashing light can be seen over a mile away.

Point in Fact — The safety of all snowmobile operators is greatly enhanced when protected with a
flashing/pulsing light emitting from a stopped snowmobile versus a reflector,

Photos taken by Al Lakosky assisted by Michelle Robillard
Minolta Maxxum 700 si Camera using 400 speed 35mm film in “program™ auto mode



~ Picture No. 1 — 1998 Snowmobile facing toward camera with support snowmobile casting headlight
onto parked sled. Distance approximately ¥z mile (2640 fi).

Result — Parked snowmobile unable to be seen!

Picture No. 2 — 1998 Spowmobile facing forward, moving camera in to approximately 1/10 mile.
Support snowmobile headlight shining directly onto parked sled.

Result — Again, parked snowmobile unable to be seen. Slight glare off headlight lens can be seen in
center of photo. A dangerous situation!




Picture No. 3 - This picture addresses the fact that Snow Glow Hazard Lighting System can be seen
360 degrees. With proper placement of the LED’s good sideways visibility is achieved. In this
example, the stock reflectors worked well with the hazard light system.




Picture No. 5 — 1998 Snowmobile equipped with Snow Glow Hazard Flasher easily visible for 1 mile
(5280 ft) Sled facing from the rear to show red lighting installed through tail lens.

Picture No.6 — Approaching support sled casting “high beam™ from headlight to show distance where
picking up any reflective light. Distance approximately 1/10 mile (528 ft) when reflectors just came
into view, again when looking for them. No information or warning available fo establish a parked

snowmobilc.




- U.5. House of Representatives
Committee on Trangportation and Infragtructure
Bon Poung TWlashington, ME 20515 James ¥, Sberstar

Ehairman Ranking Democratic Member

November 5, 2001

- Lloyd A. Jomes, Chiel of Stafl
Michael Struchm, Deputy Chicf of Salr

David Heymafeld, Democratic Chief of Staft

Mr. Al Lakosky

Snow Glow, Inc.

312 2" Avenue North
Virginia, Minnesota 55792

Dear Mr. Lakosky:

Thank you for your September 25" letter seeking my advice on development of a
mandatory equipment safety standard for hazard lighting systems on snowmobiles. You
are to be commended for your work in developing and promoting this safety device.

According to precedents, snowmobile safety falls under the junsdiction of the
Consumer Product Safety Commission. (See enclosed 1976 letter to the Honorabie Teno
Roncalio to that effect.) 1suggest you contact the Office ol the Secretary, Consumer
Product Safety Commission, Washington, D.C. 20207, to verify the Commission retains
jurisdiction over the matter before proceeding further.

Procedures for the submission and disposition of petitions for the issuance of rules
under the Consumer Product Safety Act (15 U.S5.C. 2051 ef seq.) or other statutes
administered by the Consumer Product Salely Commission are found at 16 CFR (Code of
Federal Regulations) Part 1051. A copy of the regulations is enclosed for your
convenience.

- Please keep me informed of your progress With every best wish.

3 Sincerely,
by
ﬂames L. Oberstar, MC
Ranking Democratic Member
J.O:cw -

§CO-638 ~Id 772
OPsC toTtd e
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Honorable Teno Roncalio
House of Representatives

~Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Roncalio:

This is in response to your June 10, 1975 letter which
enclosed a copy of a May 9, 1975 letter from SeTeton Park-
This office is responding, rathar
than the Commission's Office of Congressional Relations, ’
because the SeTeton letter raises an issue that reguires a
legal advisory opinion. .

SeTeton, a dealer for snow machine products madad by
tfoto-Ski Limited, provides information on poor periormance
by certain snow machines. Our understanding of the poten-
tial safety hazard involved is that malfupnction of these
machines can leave persons strandad in freezing weather and
blizzard conditions with no means to rzach shelter except
walking. . )

This office believes that snow machines are "consumer
products” and therefore within the -jurisdiction of the
Commission. . If "an unreasonable risk of injury [is])
associated with" snow machines or if a snow machine defect
"creates a substantial risk of injury to the publie”

(see sections 7(a) and 15(a), respectively, oi the Cone
sumer Product Safety Act, copy enclosed), th2 Comnission

"can undertake regulatory or enforcement action to eliminate

or reduce the risk of injury.

In two previous advisory opinions, the Commission
staff has considered the question of how closely a risk
of injury must relate to a consumer product before the
Commission can undertake .regulatory action. A Novemoer
13, 1974 advisory opinion {copy enclosed} stated that the
poor functioning of a fire extinguisher "may be closely
related to the 'injury from fire which [the extinguisher is]
supoosed to prevent."” The conclusion of that advisory
opinion was that the Commission does have "jurisdiction to
regulate the effectiveness of safety-relatad products such
as fire extinguishers.” 1In a February 12, 1975 advisory
cpinidn {copy enclosed) this office made a similar finding
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- ‘for malfunctioning fire alarm egquipment and for traffic _
e@ .. control devices which "can cause injuries by directing cars

-Or pedestrians to enter an intersection into oncoming
traffic.™ e S e T . '

elieves that snow machines, when used °

.conditions described in the SeTeton "
j;anfgnreasonable_;isk,bfﬂinjury'or might
;;iskrofpinjury;to{the;public._ Before -’
=, Com on -t _*épyi:égulatory_grﬂenforcement'action{
jtS{Q;aitiﬁilljmake,:n&inﬁéstigatioﬁ"ingq;;he:potentialr,
problem: Accordingly, we are referring Your constituentig —>
letter;to*the'Commission}s Office of Product Defect iden- -
tification for its consideration; " 7.+ i mds e

4 L P

-




Lo L R — e = s am o — - e - o

Consumer Product Safety Commission

Safety Commission Warns About Snowmobile Hazards

CPSC Document ¥541

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission estimates that each year about
110 people die while riding snowmobiles.
The Commission estimates that about
13,400 hospital emesgency room-treated
injuries occur each year with snowmobiles,
Approximately two-fifths or A0 percent of
the reported deaths resulted from colliding
with trees, wires, bridges, and other
vehicles. Some deaths occurred when the
snowmeaobile rolled to the side in a ditch or
stream and pinned the operator under the

_vehicle. Deaths also have occurred when
the snowmobile entered water, mostly when
it was operating on ice and fell through.

CPSC recommends the following safe snowmobiling rules fur recreations) snowmobiling:

1. Never drive your snowmobile alone or on unfamiliar
ground Have someone ride along with you, so you can help
each other in caze of breakdown or accident,

2. Drive only on established andemarked tratls or in
specified usé areas.

3. Avoid waterways Frozen lakes and rivers can be fatal. 11
is almost impossible to judge adequate ice coverage or
depth.

4. Avoid driving in bad weather. Check warnings for snow,
ice, and wind chill conditions before starting

_ 5. Watch the path ahead to avoid rocks, trees, fences
(particularly barbed wire), ditches, and other obstacles.

6. Slow down at the top of a hill A cliff, snowbank, or
other unforseen !lilznrd could be on the other side.

http://www.cpsc. gov/cpscbublpubs/54 1.html

7. Don't hurdle snowbanks You have control only when
your skis are on the ground.

8. Learn the snowmobile traffic laws and regulations for
the area. Many stales prohibit using snowmobiles on publi
roads Some states have mini-mum age requirements for
drivers.

9. Be sensible about stopping at roads or railroad tracks.
Signal your turns to other drivers Avoid tailgating Control
speed according to conditions.

10. Use exira caution if driving a1 nighy, because un-seen
obstacles could be fatal Do not drive faster than your
headlights will aliow you to see Do not open new trails
afler dark,

11. Never drink while driving your snowmobile. Drinking
and driving can prove fatal.

12. Be sure the snowmobile is properly maintained in goo
operating condition. Some cases report that the throttle
sticks, leading 1o loss of control Snowmobiles
manufactured before 1983 may not have a "throttle
intesruption device” designed to shut ofF the snowmobile i:

1/9/02
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ilie event the throttle sticks.

009403

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission profects the public from the unreasonable nisk of injury or death from
15,000 types of consumer products under the agency’s jurisdiction. To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury,
you can go to CPSC's forms page and use the first on-line form on that page. Or. you can call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-
2772 or CPSC's teletypewriter at (BOU) 638-8270, or send the information 10 info@@cpsc.gov. Consumers can obtain this
publication and additional publication information from the Publications section ol CPSC's web site or by sending your
publication request to publications(@cpsc.gov. If you would like to receive CPSC's recall notices, subscribing to the email list
will send all press releases to you the day they are issued.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or
organization without permission. If it is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is used.
Write the U.S, Consumer Product Safety Commission. Oftice of Infurmation and Public Affairs, Washington, D.C. 20207 or

send an e-mail to info@cpse.pgov.

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/541 . htm! 1/9/02
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Antlions and Statas @ Lig vershons

S.F No. 2144, as infroduced: 80th Legisiative Scssion (1997-1998) Posted on 1/22/98

1.1 A hill Far an act
1.2 relating to recreational vehicies; rogquiring that new
1.3 snowmobiles be egnipped with auxiliary 1ishit power and
1.4 gwitches; amending Mlinnesota Statubes 1990, sectlon
1.5 84.821, by adding a subdivision.
1.6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIHRE OF THE STATE OF MIUINIGSOTA:

1.7 Section 1. Minnesota Statuten 1996, section 84.°771, is
1.8 , amended by adding a subdivizinn tn vead:
1.9 Subd, 3. (AUXILIARY LIGHT FPOWER; LiGIT SWITCH.] All
1.10 snowmcbiles made _after June 30, 1999, and =sold jn Miunesota,
1.11 shall_be designed_and made tn provide an auxiliary ciectrical
1.12 system or other auxilisry power that allows the lights teo remain

1.13 on when_the snowmobile engine stops running. Each snowmobile

1.14 shall be equipped with_a swilch, seperabte (rom the main
1.15 electrical system, that disengages the auxiliary powr_and _turng

1.16 the lights off.
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SNOW GLOW® INC.

Manufacturers of Specialized Lighting Systems
312 2nd Ave North, Virginia, MN 55792 * 218-749-GLOW (4569) * fax 218-749-6909
snowglow@rangenet.com http://www.snowglow.com

March 24, 1999

Maichele Borowicz
Office of the Governor
Room {30

State Capitol

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Maichele,

| am writing you as suggested by Rache! Wobschall via telephone conversation back in February, in hopes that
you will forward this information to the Honorable Governor Jesse Ventura. My name is Al Lakosky and [
own 3 small company named “Snow Glow, Inc.” We design and build aftermarket lighting systems to enhance
the safety and beauty of snowmobiles. My company has been in existence since 1993 here in northern
Minnesota. ’

A few years ago, | addressed a very serious problem that is inherent with all snowmobile designs, that is the
fact that they do not emit any lighting when they are turned ofT at night. (The enclosed copy of “Minnesota
Sportsman” has an article depicting a typical nighttime snowmobile hazard/accident.) This is not unconimon
as we have had more than a couple of deaths on our northern Jakes in the past few years due to this lack of
lighting and being a snowmobiler myself, | have witnessed many times, near accidents from snowmobile
operators parked in the dark on trails at night.

| have designed and applied for patent on a systemn that addresses this night hazard problem. The brief
enclosed video tape shows the system and how it works. I have sent a copy of this tape to the CEO's from: the
big four manufacturers; Arctic Cat, Polaris, Bombardier (Ski-Doo) and Yamaha. None of these companies
have taken this product seriously. 1 have felt a strong mentality of *If we didn't think of it, it can't be any
good” in attempting to deal with these companies.

After being shunned by these companics, | tumed to my own legisiators in my area for help. Mr. Tom
Rukavina, Mr. Jerry Janezich and Mr. David Tomassoni made visits to my shop and once it was explained to
themn that ihif problem exists and I showed them how we have addressed it, they were anxious to draft abill to
make our system, or a like system mandatory on future snowmobiles (enclosed is a copy of the St. Paul
Pioncer Press’ article on the proposed legislation). Unfortunately, [ trusted these “representatives of the
people” to find that it seems the only reason why they took interest is to get their own names out on some new
bill for their own opportunities for notoriety and

cateer advancement. Meanwhile, 1 trusted them 1o a point of putting my already established working
relationship with the Arctic Cat and Polaris companies in jeopardy, knowing that they would resent being
forced to address this lighting problem.



As our short lived, damage causing bill slowly moved forward, communications between myself, Mr.
Rukavina and Mr. Janezich all but vanished. Our biil ended up in some fanm and agricultural committee with
a Friday deadline to come out of committee or the bill would die. The bill died and 1 called Jary Janezich and
asked him what happened. He replied to me *You didn't really want this bill to pass, did you? I thqught we
were just going to get the attention of the manufacturers so that they would make you an offer on the lighting
system.” This was one of the most ridiculous statements that I have ever heard. Big business does not operate
this way and the whole bill became an embarrassment and created friction between Arctic Cat, Polaris and
Snow Glow. All so that a handful of State Representatives could get a little publicity at my expense! Asyou
can see in the Pioneer Press article, Arctic Cut and Polaris offered to meet with me but never did. 1 phoned
Mr. Janezich and he told me that he would set up a meeting between Arctic Cat, Polaris and myself, however
no such meeting was ever set up.

This whole experience has put a real sour tasle in my mouth towards my “inept” State Legislators (at least the
ones from this area). This is just one of many reasons why [ welcomed the thought with open arms of the
prospect of Mr. Ventura, with his “tel) it like it is" attitude becoming this preat state's Governor. | personally
feel as Govemnor Venfura does, in as much as we don't need more government intervening into our lives.
However. when it comes to the life and death of snowmobilers, the prospect of new jobs on the Iron Range,
and perhaps even saving the sport of snowmobiling itself, [ feel that help to get this product moving into the

_production of snowmobiles is an honorable cause. Please take a couple of minutes 1o review the enclosed
video tape showing the new lighting system in actual snowmobiling conditions.

I would like 10 meet with Governor Ventura to explore this whole thing further. Governor Ventura is always
welcome to come to me or | would giadly meet with him wherever and whenever would be convement for his

busy schedule,

I want to Thank you for taking the time to read this and look forward to hearing from anyone but my focal
Representatives.

Very truly yours,

Al Lakosky, President

enc:  Yideoon ’Safe—StopTM" Ewmergency Flasher System
Article from St. Paul Pioneer Press Business scction dated Feb. 3, 1998
Brief article from Jan. ‘96 MN Sportsman Magazine on “Night Snowmobiling Dangers”
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lildn-people in, this ‘eollitry, you  United Statcs and Canada, and the speed: of “their.sleds was {i
ses R winter asﬁi{n"'fr{:qtea!lunnl : While Hermance has researched cstimaled at 80 mphi¥:, . - "
portunlty. to-ellinh,- onte - o cascs thal involved product defects, Gary Homuth, ‘recreation vehicle s
‘mobﬂeijournt)i_lowa_iirnﬁle ", . poor trail design and adverse weather safely officer withthe. Wisconsin o
fishlig wpot, tour 8 scehld trall, of-.- tondilions, (he overwhelming  Depariment of ‘Nahim!” Resources, ks
: ' sajorily of accidents, he spid, sces  speed and%ﬂ@bholf as¥ the 1
lod 7 Involve  human error and are  common " thread * Bnowmobile W ;
10 ““htherefore preventubie. accidents in his stife\as well=2* 23] 1 B
sHthe  populafity v of - o SPEED AND ALCONOL "Whelher 2 showitiobiler. drives ;
Wioblles " contlivues” to, grow, % ' o March 11, 1994, at about 10 ncross s Jake into bpeM ater or exits 1 H
i ré_l‘ﬁl_lg}ihthased Lohiceltis about ™~ pum,, 35-year-old David Leonard his  a trail on g curverand hits a tree,
Ecldetityp tevenllbnsf,Abéérdihg_'id"""' Wife and a friend were riding  Homuth said, -"Il_l;hhé_?majorhy-of
' Y.Cbmu.iihef,.]’l‘qdu_cwafeiy &parale snowmobiles on Oneida nccidents, if th obilers:had - ¢ R
' i~ the ¥indyl: crécenty) < Like in central Now York when 28- o £
d 15 the tsd R ' : ; '
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“been going at slower speeds, they

might have had time to react and
poisibly avoid those accidents or
fatalities.”

&

‘éxcessive speed, hit the shore of an
-island and launched himseif and his

.- sled Irito the air, snapping offa tree 8
~ -Inches in diameter and ending up
-~ halfway through a cebin.

- Homuth said tha! nearly haif of the
-30 fatal snowmobile accidents in
Wisconsin lasl season involved
intoxicated operators,

" A study of snowmobile accidents
in New Hampshire cited excessive

.~ -speed and alcohol as separate factors
* %in 67 percent of accidents. Together,

they're a Vleadly combination.
DRIVER INATTENTION

. Homuth recalled one spectacular-
- accident where 8 snowmeobiler left a
. taverh at night, went across a lake al

said.

For cxample, on Feb. 20, 1995,
David Squacdriio, 3§, was killed in a
daytime snoewmabile aceident when
te:struck a nylon bounildry-fope; ™
which caught him in the throat. The
rope had becn marked with orange
flags.

UNFAMILIAR TERRAIN

When you'rc traveling off
groomcd snowmobile irails, there are
no signs 1o limit your speed or warn
of sharp curves, dangerous terrain or
dendly objects hidden by the snow.,

Even on familiar terrain, lrail
condilions can change yuickly. Wind
can creale dangerous  snowdrifls,
white-outs hamper visibifity, and the
snow's lack of contrast can impair
deptly perception,

"You can po from powdered show
10 washboard conditions to ice,”

=

one spol and ho ice VU 1ecet away,” s
Hermance said, - ERg i
"What happéns when peoph: falli in"
- is that they don't die from the crash, -
~ and they don't die immediately from -
drowning. The problem Is that when -
they reach up onto the ice, they can't
gete grip lo puII themselves out,” " he
smid.

T

LACK OF SUPERVISION . 3
Homuth said there is usually al = - J&¢
lesst onc fatality every year in - [t
Wisconsin involving someone under - J&°
age 16 whose parents allowed = E-
unsupervised operalion, : )
"We had a double fatality !nsl :
year," Homuth said. "Two boys went i
across a field and hit a piece of farm 3
machinery that was covered by
snow. Both were killed.”
NIGHT RIDING A
Night nding presents itsown setof }

——

B F o oy

e re - -

Victor Wood, snowmobile  Llermance soid. "You can have a 10 problems. It's easy to overdrive the , E%:

. program administralor with the New mile lake that's perfectly smouth,  range of your headlights if you go . . &

-~ York State Parks, Recrestion and  then all of a sudden you get o too fast, Face shields lend toiceup 5.
"“Histaric Preservation Division, pressurc crack thal heaves up a 4-  atnight, end some operatory forgetto ~ J&
'pqiﬂts to driver inattention as another  fuot wall of ice.” switch [from the'tinted face shieids -~ g
leading cause of snowmoblle OPEN WATER AND they used during the day.’ e 3

accldents, THROUGH THE ICE Somc objects are nearly

"it's yery easy to become "We get a lot of drownings on the  impossible to see al night. On March -

. distracted’ cruising along on the  lakes because people don't realize 3, 1994, Dalé Becofte, 22, was riding - i
-+ lralls, taking in the sights,” Wood  that you can have 20 inchesofice in  his snowmobile st night in a field, - .
§-

v
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 Bétotte struck three phiy wires strung .
from “8 -nearby * villity pole. s~
helmet enlangled 1n the wires and he
- wis suspended upright. His gloves

- thal he had tried to free himsell; He
stringied on the chin strap of his

*In one fatal sccident,” Hermance

. on their snowmobile at night out on
"~ n “lakes - Another machine came
. ripping across the lake and ran inlo
- thent. Onte person was killed and two
were sevérely Injured. As a result of
accidents like this, one of the things

"were found beside him, indicaling

- said, *twd people had broken down

fnteenational Snowiwhife Council
and pesident ol the American
Council of Snowmobile
Associations.

Members of snowiiphile clubs and
associnlions can take most of the
credit for those trails. The problem,
according 1o Lloyd, is that while
there were 1,224,409 registered
snowmuohbiles in the United States as

A study of snowmobile
accidents in New Hampshire
cited excessive speed and
alcohol as separafe factors

Statistics show that club members 7 ; - o

have fewer accldents, - ' i
LEGISLATE AND EDUCATE *
Tougher laws are being enacted to: .'.'

“help reduce snowmobile accidents.”

lllinois will have a tougher drunk"

driving law in effect Jan. {, allowing:* "+~

officers fo conduct chemical tests 1o _5,

determine if & snowmobile operator *

is infoxicated. Refusal to submit 10

the test will result in a suspension of -

operating privileges for two years.
Education may be the key to

reducing snowmobile accidents. Byt -

most experts agree that mandatory .

safely courses for aduils may be

. we're "designing right now ls an . o S, years away, _
“emergenty, lighting system for H (’,7‘”‘" cent of ac'cu!enls. Fortunately, the majority of i
. : smowmobil leh. Tugether, they're a snowmobile accidents can be "
" "We're also looking al eir bags for deadly combination. prevented. N your sled's in good - .
z- stiowrmnobiles to help redirect the shape and you tide responsibly, your © !
i i 7 tider away from the . Immediate chances of hnvmg en accidenl are . S
i - = Y impact,” Hermance said. of 1994, only 224,780 snowmobilers small, K
: 'R RIDE THE TRAILS belonped to snowmobile “in a nutshell, |t comes down to g
-,é'i Many saccidents occur when  assaciafions. common sense,” Wood said. I
#.. + rsnowmobiles are illegally operated Homuth noted that the slates pay Stay on marked lrails, know the )
A on rgadways. Yet there is an  only for the gas used when the clubs  terrain, join & ¢lub, operale at A
R allenative. groom the trails and for the sipns the  prudent speeds consistent with your o
 IB% ... - As of 1994, there were 107,734 clubs put up. In return, out-of-slate abilities and weather condilions, end i
2 " miles of groomed snowmobiie tralls ~ snowmohilers provide an estimated  don't combine snowmobiling w:lhg ||
N In the United States, according to  $180 million in revenues in  alcohol cunsumplion CI ' I:
| 4 ;Kny Lloyd. co-chalr.’ ol‘ the  Wisconsin alone, REI i
i
!
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1
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolulion; 402
(A-98)

Introduced by: inlemational College of Surgeons
Subject: Natiorial Snowmobile Salety Course Cetlification

Referred lo: Relerence Commilles D
{Robert D. McCalirae, MD, Chair)

1. . Whereas, In recen! years approxiinately one in every 1500 to 2500 snowmobile
2. users digs each season in the Uniled Slates; and
3- - v
. 4. : Wharens, This death rale I3 2.5 lo 4 0 times the average rale of automobile falalilies
5. - annually in the Uniled Siates; therelore be il
8.
1. RESOLVED, Thal the AMA should assist the public by developing a curriculum for
8. nalionally cedlified snowmeobile safely instruction suitable lor nalional use; and
9. furiher be it
10.
11. RESOLVED, Thal the AMA take such action as may be reasonably necessary lo
12. encowrage the developmen! and implemenlation of the salely inslruclion courses’
13. developed in connection with this recommendalion.
14,
15. Fiscal Note: No significant fiscal impact.

hitp:/lwww.ama-assn.org/meetings/public/annual98/reports/icomm-di402 . him 715101
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SnowGlow Inc.

From: Al Lakosky <alley@rangenet.com>

To: SnowGlow Inc. <snowglow@rangenet.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2000 2:26 PM
Subject: Fw: Snowmobile Safety

-— Qriginal Message ——-

From: Al Lakosky

To: eklim@aol.com

Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2000 2:21 PM
Subject: Snowmobile Safety

February 3, 2000

ISMA

Ed Klim Y
International Snowmobile
Mantfacturer Association

Dear Ed:

My name is Michelle Robillard. 1 live and have lived in northem Minnesota all my life. This past weekend, |
went snowrnobiling for the first ime ever and put on nearly 100 miles. It was a very éxciting and fun time for
me and all others this weekend. As you may know, we have had three years of practically no snow, so we
were riding on a very big lake.

As the day was ending we decided to visit a resort for some dinner and conversation. As we arrived, we
paused al the bottom of a large hill, from the lake to the parking area, so | could be instructed what to do and
where to go as it was now dark.

Ready to foliow the others up the hilf, my machine stalled. | was in the middle of the trail up to the resor(
totally dark,

with sleds coming down the hill to leave and other riders coming up behind me to head in. Needless to say )
was scared to death not knowing quite what to do. | couldn't get the machine started, | wasn't seen, and |
didn't know

whether to stay with the machine or runt away and get help. What a scarey helpless feeling! People of
course came to rescue me and pulied my machine out of the way, by a sign indicating the way into the resort
area. A fellow with us

pulled up his machine next to mine and shut it off. Then he tumed cn an emergency flasher which shined
yeliow ahead of us and red behind. This was what | needed on my sled! We talked about his sled and that
fhe light was not a custom accessory but a light system he had invented as a result of experiences

and stories just like mine. He has been trying to sell his system to Artic Cat and Polaris for the last three
years! This is a must for ail snowmobiles!!

The next day wa are riding again. A beautiful Sunday and at dusk we are heading back to our cabin. As
we're riding and its just getling dark, up ahead | noticed what looked like a large snow chunk and something
my partner would jump so 1 backed away. Much to our surprise, there in the middle of the lake trail was a
stalled new snowmobile! No one around. It was now getting dark. All | thought of was if all of us were riding
in a line across an this trail, one of us would have hit this sled or swerved to miss it and hit cne of our ownt
We ali stopped a moment and talked again about the emergency flasher system. Al said it would run
continuously for 60 some hours, and who knows how long the sled was there or would be there, it was Super
Bowl Sunday!!! Here again, on my first ever snowmobiling adventure, | had been frightened and now | was
worried for others and there was nothing we could do!
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We got home safe and sound and though il was a very fun weekend overall, | could not get these two
dangerous incidents out of my mind. There must be something [ can do. 1want these lights on my sled and
my partner’s

and my childrens. So Monday | headed to a local

snowmobile store to inquire about something like the fiashers | had seen or something at least similar we
could use to prevent this again. | was told there is nothing except some stobe lights we could carry. |
wondered why and/ or if this flasher system | saw was something the snowmobile manufacturers would be
installing in new sleds or we could buy and add to our own, so | contacted them directly.

| spoke with Artic cat and Pofaris, they thanked me for my call and politly gave me your
companyl/organizations name,

ISMA, your name. phone number and e-mail. You were given high regard as to a way for me to tell my story
and possibly make a difference. | was told you work with all the big manufacturers and are the stamp of
approval for safety. You are who 1 need to talk with. | have also become acquainted with Al Lakosky, the
inventor of the emergency flashers.

| will give you a call later this afternoon on this matter to learn more about ISMA and to discuss what if
anything is being down to prevent accidents like this from ever happening. | wil! look forward to talking with
you.

S_incerely, Michelie

-
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KEY: otrioken = old language to he rcmoved
underscored = new language tc i added

NOTE: If you Tannot see any difference in the key above, you need o clange e isplay ol stricken and/or underscored
language.
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I1.F No. 3479, as iniroduced: 81s¢ Legislative Scssion (1992-2000) Posted on Feb 1S, 2060

A hill far an oot
relating to natural trecourees: requivine now
snowmobiles to have suxiliary bazard Viot ing systems: I
amending Minnescla Statutes Y01, wectjon 41,821, hy ‘
adding a subdivi=ion.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIPE OF THE STATE OF NMIESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota “iatules 17, =ection BA.27°1, is
amended by adding a subdivicion to read:
* Subd. 3. ({AUXILIARY LIGHTIUG SVSTEN.] A}Y snowmbiles
0 manufactured _after June 30, 2002, and secld in the niate after
1 December 31, 2002, shall b= designed and made Lo proeecide for a
1.12 secondary or auxiliary hazard lighting system. The 1jighting
1.13 system must:

L0 ! -

N e e
. .

- 0 D by U D NI

1.19 {1) have ap_energy sour~- roparale {yrom the main ~nerqy
1.15 source that:

1.16 (i} _runs the system for =& minimum of 40 hours at rero
1.17 degrees_Fahrenheit; and

1.18 {(ii} _functions_in temperatures ol 19 deqrees v l- 7 zero
1.19 Fahrepheit or_colder;

1.20 {2}_have_an_on/off switch thalt is reparate frem the main
1.21 electrlcal system,

1.22 [3)____emit yellow lighting fl’ m bLhe front of the spumobile
1.23 and red_lighting from the renr;

1.24 (4} _have a_flashing display; and

1.25 {5) be visible? in_unobstrncied darkness, from at least
2 1 one- half mile dlstant from the frenl aned reat of Ll "'Ilowmoblle.

[ — e 2

)
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1.14
1.15
1.16
1.17
1.18
1.19
1.20
1.2%
1.22
1.23
1.24
1.25
2.1

A bill for an act
relating to natural resourrces; requiring new
snowmobiles to have auxiliary hazard lighting systems;
amending Minnesota Statutes 1998, seckion 84.821, by
) adding a subdivi=icn.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1998, section B4.B21, is
amended by adding a subdivision tn read:

Subd. 3. [AUXILIARY LIGHTIHG SYSTEM.] All snowmobiles
manufactured _after June_ 30, 2002, and sold in the state after
becember 31, 2002, sha}l be designed and made to provide for_a
secondary or_auxlliary hazard lighting system.  The_ lighting
system_must:

{1) _have an energy souvrce separate from the main“energy'
gource_that:

f]ilﬁ{unsWthe_ayatem_for a minimuem of 40 hours at zero
degrees Fahrenheit; and

(1) functions in temperatures of 30 degrees below_zero
Eahrenheit or colder;

(2} have an_on!oif_switch that is separate from the main
electrical systéh;

{3) emit yellow lighting from the front of the snowmcbile
and red lighting from the rear;

{4)_have _a_flashing display; and

{5) _be visible, in unobstructed darkness, from at_least

one-half mile distant from the front and.rear of the_smommobile.

l M-‘ MOOLL"G/ Né/“f(/{aayzc/ 3-;707-—00_

]

hllp:ﬂwww.revisor.leg.slhle.mn.USlcgi-bin/bldhill.pl?bill"—*—S347 1.0&sessiow=Is8 1 02/29/2000



Iron Range Resources & Rehabilitation Agency: Agency rage | of |
m A hon Range Resources & Rehahilitaton Ayency
Joim Swrift
In The News
Our Mission
Rangeview Online ﬁ eadquartered in Fvcleth, Minn | the Iron Range )
Resources & Rchabilitation Apency is a unique state "First, to be
Calendar of Evenls agency designed to help strengthen and diversily the carc(i)';rl_ "
economy of northeastern Minnesola. Specifically, the IRRR f]?:[ l':f's"
serves the interests of the Taconite Tax Relief Area {1TTRA), mmp:)' ¢
a geographical region encompassing approximately 13.000 entrusted 1o
square miles. IRRR programs, including those that encourage  us. Second, to
econontic development and tourisim, are funded by taxes enhance the
levied against the region's taconite mining companies. The cconomic
agency and its programs receive no mosney from the staie's vitality of the
general fund. In addition to assisting existing businesses and Taconile Tax
Human Resources communities, as well as providing incentives for business :}l"'"’f:"’?
o relocation and enhancement of tourism 1o the region. the dr'i‘v’gg J;:c'
Administrative agency owns and operates lronworld Discovery Cenler in cffcc::'\'e
Scrviees Chisholm and Giants Ridge Golf and Ski Resort nea projects and
. Biwabik.
Publications & Forms Sessmed for
. the Jong-ran
Maks Jt Homs History bonchitof the
. . region.”
The IRRR was created by the 1941 Minnesota Legislature to
help ease northeastern Minnesota’s dependence on the natural
ore and timber industrics. Qur mission is and always has been
one of economic development and diversilication.
Hours
Monday - Friday, excluding state holidays
Bam. -430p.m.
Contact
Staff Directory
fron Range Resources & Rehabilitaion Agency
P.O. Box 441, Eveleth, MN 55734
© {218) T44-T400
1l - B00-765-5043
Agency | Economic & Community Development | Mining [ Region | Technology | Yourism
http://www.irrrb.org/agency.php 1/17/02



IRON RANGE
RESOURCES &

REHABILITATION
BOARD
) PA). Box 441, Highway 53 South
Eveleth, Minnesota 55734-0441
, , (218) 744-7400 « $00-765-5043
March 27, 2000 Fax: (218) 744-7401
Mr. Al Lakosky
President
Snow Glow, lnc.
312 2™ Avenue Norlh

Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr. Lakosky,

Thank you for sharing the information and giving me a sample unit and video tape on
your latest venfure to build a hazard fighting system for snowmobiles. I think that the
benefits from such a system arc obvious, and | personally support nol only the use of
your lighting system, but would also encourage it 1o be lmplcmentcd at the
manufacturer's level to go into produclion. -

Good luck and let ine know i 1 can be of further assistanec.

Sincerely,” )

John Swift {/

Commissioner
IRRRB

JS:sk\Lakoskylet
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1
March 1, 2000

Al Lakosky

c/o Snow Glow

312 2™ Avenue Norils
Virginia, Minnesota 55792

Dear Mr, Lakosky:

The other day 1 overheard you asking if anyone fclt there would be a need for emergency flashers
on snowmobiles.

1 am writing this letter of support to say emphatically that “yes there should be emergency
- Nashers on snowmobiles,” and to reiterale an experience my wife and 1 had a few years ago on a
snowinobile trail near Crane Lake, Minncsota.

We were out for a short ride on a dark and cold January night. Without realizing it 1 had
gollen quite a distance ahead of my wife, when my snowmobile suddenly broke down and
quit running, in turn causing both the head and tail lights to go out. As I was trying to
man-handle my snow machine off the (rail, my wile cauglht up to me; on such a dark night
and with no lights on my sled, she never saw me until it was to late....striking me in the
back and knocking me into the woods, while her machine flipped over....hurling her down
the trail about twenty yatds. To shorlen my story....1 ended up with broken ribs, and
although my wife escaped injury, this could have been a major tragedy with one or both of
us sustaining serious injuries and possible death in the middic of the woods alone.

1 firmly believe thal our near tragic experience, and many other similar incidents I have heard
about, could have been easily averted il cmergency (lashers were standard equipnient on
snowmobiles.

1 whole heatrtily suppott you in the development of effeclive emergency flashers for
snowmobiles.

Y

Sincerely

W/ﬁ/«ﬂw/
Michael R. Vidmar

P.O. Box 103
Crane Lake, Minnesota 55725
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Snow Glow, Inc

Al Lakosky President
312 2®Ave N

313 Virginia, MN 55792

Y

March 14, 2000_

Dear Mr. Lakosky,

lhavibeen a proponent of some sort of emergency lighting system for
snowmobiles for many years. The reasons are obvious and are pretty much the
same basic reasons we have four-way fiashers on cars. All too often, someone
breaks down with a showmobile at night and has no way of warning oncoming
vehicles. In addition, it is quite common for snowmabiler’s to stop in or along a
trail to talk. They usually turn the machine olf so they can hear each other. With
the machine off, they do not have anyway to warn oncoming snowmobiles of
their existence. A safely lighling system would certainly enhance safely in these
situations that are very common, as well as other nighttime sifuations.

Sincerely,

hTY

Richard Hermance
President
Collision Research, LTD



FAST, ine,
201 Jackson Street
Evelelh, Minnesota 55734-96504

Sales Order Line; 218-744-2101
FAST Tech Line: 218-744-2107
Fax Lina: 21B-744-5872
Alan Lakosky
Snow Glows, Inc.
~ 312 2nd. Avenue North
Virginia, MN 55792 March 6, 2000

Dear Alan:

I thought it may be important for you to know how the Safety-Stop lighting system worked for us this past
yeat. From the get-go | thought your design and idea was pretly strong and seemed only to make sense
{o incorporate it into our vehicle's design. A snowmobile as advanced as the Blade needs also to be
concernes about safety, to which we are.

Mother nature has ended our season somewhat short though we did get the opportunity to show our
vehicles (which included the Safety-Stop light) across eight states from New York to North Dakota and
three Canadian Provinces during this season. As you may know, where ever we go we cause quile the
excitement and | was particularly pleased to see the interest in the Salely-Stop system. The comments
were wide ranging and always positive though most wondered why it took so long for someone to
recoghize the need.

We incorporated the Safety-Stop into the Blade's design early on and | am pleased we did for several
reasons. First, it was to help out a fellow business that we have dealt with for numerous years. Second,
it was differant and | was sure it would raise some questions and curiosity at the shows. Third and
foremost, it's true briliiance did pot become apparent uniil its actual use on the trail. Not only did it work it
caused many to stop and take notice... it really made them think.

In dlose, your product worked extremely well for us both on and off the trail and it has made good sense
for us to be a part of your breakthrough idea. Safely is high on our piiority list and this is certainly a
product that all manufacturers should seriously consider.

Should you need any assistance to further your producls’ use please do nol hesilate to conlact me
directly,

Sincerely, (

David J. Karpik /A/\ i

VP Sales & Marketing
FAST, inc.



FAST INC.
201 Jackson Street
Eveleth, Mirnesota 55734

Phone:  Order Line 218-744-2101
Tech Line 218-742-2107
Fax Only Line  218-744-5872

March 9, 2000

Al Lakosky

Snow Glol, Inc.
312 2™ Ave. N.
Virginia, MN 55792

RE: Safety Stop Light

b |

Dear Al

I am an employee of FAST, Inc. doing a greal deal of traveling promotling the Blade, the
World's most advanced snowmobile. | have been very pleased with the response |
continually get on the Safety Stop Light you designed. 1 wanted to let you know of the
many compliments and questions | have received regarding it.

{ am often the one sharing knowledge when someone sees vour light for the first time.
Afler | explain what it is, | am flooded with gueslions. Because the Safety Stop Light
has a seif-contained batiery pack, the snowmobile doesn'l need any power from any
other source; it works on its own power to be flashing at the very moment you heed it.
Every single snowmobile industry event | repeatedly hear the same things: “Why
haven't all snowmobile manufacturers used these?” “Why doesn’t my snowmobile have
one?” and "How come they all don't?"

The Blade is the industry’s most advanced snhowmobile and it only seems fitting that it
would include this revolutionary safety fealure as standard equipmeni. Thank you for
the great invention.
Sincerely, 7/‘

Brian Rogers
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Al Lakosky

From: "David Dill* <orr@the-bridge.nel>

To: *Al Lakosky” <alley@rangenet.com>
Sent:  Tuesday, March 14, 2000 1:09 PM

3/14/00 )

Michelle Robiltard and Al Lakosky
RE: Safe Stop flasher system

Over the years numerous search and rescue missions have been launchrd by myself and members of our
community which lies at the edge of Voyageurs National Park. Finding a snowmobiter who is lost or who's
snowmobile Is disabled on the large lakes of Voyageurs Nalional Park con be a long drawn-out process when
the overdue party’s snowmobile will not run and the lights are inoperative  More often than not time Is of the
essence An emergency flashing light system on a lost/disabled snowmobile woukd greatly enhance a search
feam's abllity to locate a lost/disabled snowmaobiter.

-'would support the addition of an emergency lighting systemn on snowinobilers at the manufaciures level.

Very tﬁ.liy your,

David Dill

President

Crane Lake Snowmobile Club, Inc.

03/14/2000




Al Lakosky

From: "Al Lakosky" <alley@rangenet.com>
To: <eklim@aol.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2000 11:29 AM
Subject: Appreciation

April 20, 2000
Hello Ed,

it was very nice to meet you, and thank you for allowing us the opporiunity to attend the SAE / SSCC
meeting. For Al and Snow Glow, this meeting, with all the manufacturers in one room, has been a goal for
more than four years. It was our pleasure to share with everyone the history of our being there, to explain and
demonstrate the emergency flasher system, and to ensure all that we are on your team- who's purpose is to
improve the safety and enjoyment of the sport of snowr obiling.

Ed, if you would, please send me the list of the names «.nd addresses of everyone at the meeting so we can
thank each one personally. As [ said, this was a very iraportant meeting to us and we would really like to
express our appreciation.

We Iool'( forwzlrd to hearing from you again. Happy Easler.

Best Regards,
Michelle and Al

05/01/2000
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Al Lakosky : :
From: <EKlim@aol.com> '
To: <alley@rangenet.com>

Sent: Monday, May 01, 2000 2:37 PM
Subject: Re: SSCC Contact List

Here is the list of manufacturer's representalives that were at the meeting
in Minneapolis that you attended:

Fred Bernier and Brian Nelson - Arctic Cat
PO Box 810

Thief River Falls, MN 56701

(218) 681-8558

Guy Hetu - Bombardier inc.

565 de la Montagne St.

Valcourt, Quebec CANADA JOE 210
(450) §32-2211

Norm BergandMike Anderson - Polaris Induslries
301 5th Ave SW

Roseau, MN 56751

(218) 463-4457

Ron Ruzewski and Bruce Enderle - Yamaha Molor Corp. USA
1255 Main Street

Coon rapids, MN 55448

(6812) 754-6927

Randy Karpik - FAST Inc.” -
201 Jackson Street
Eveleth, MN 55734

(218) 744-3179

Walter Ross - SAE

cloJ W. Speaket
W185N11315 Whitney Drive
Germantown, Wi 53022
(262) 251-6660

Sincerely,
Ed Kiim
ISMA
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ARCTIC CAT
September 6, 2000

Mr. Al Lakosky
Miss Michelle Robillard

I enjoyed the opportunity to talk with both of you on Aug. 314, here at Arctic Cat.

I feel-you have taken the proper approach concerning your product by presenting it to the SSCC
Board at our regular meeting on 4/18/00. I do have a conference call meeting of the SSCC Board
coming up shortly and the emergency flasher systen: is one of the topics for discussion.

The general approach from an industry stand point is far superior to segmenting various states or
groups, and 1 appreciate having had the opportunity to discuss with you. SSCC will respond
when they feel they have gathered enough information to make an accurate decision on how to

proceed.
Best Regards,
Arctic Cat Inc.
/ -
S i
s -

Fred H. Bernier
Manager, Product Testing & Certification

Fred Bernier

Product Testing &
Certification Manager

_FIRCTIC CAT \

Telephone (218) 681-8558

Direct Line (218) 681-9799, ext 3302
Fax (218} 681-3183

ARCTIC CAT SALES INC., 601 BROOKS AVE. 5., THIEF RIVER FALLS, MN 56701

ARCTIC CATING DA OOV 040 CNY DOAAPE ATIE & TIOFE AN rm CAL G n Seit masne T MR SRR SAL et mad Aren Fat s s s mn
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Snowmobile Safety and fx’v&o ﬁo‘p Certification Committee, Inc.
1640 Haslett Road, Suite 170 « Haslell, Michigan 48840 « (517) 339-7788 Fax: (517) 339-7798
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September 12, '2000_

Snow Glow Inc.
Attention: Al Lakosky
312 Second Ave Noith
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Al,

As we are all enjoying the start of a beauliful fall season in the Great Lakes
region with the anticipation of a fabulous winter, 1 thought | would drop you a
short note regarding your emergency lichfing syslem. This is a follow up to our
meeting and discussion a few months agc in Minnesota with the SSCC
Committee.

The Snowmobile Manufacturers, as they mentioned o you at the meeting, are
researching the need for the type of product that you manufacture. They are
preparing to test your product this winter season, which hopefully will be a snowy
one.

1 hope all is well with you in Minnesota a.xi | look forward to talking with you in
the future.

Sincerel

Ed Klim
Chairman, SSCC



& YAMAHA

North Amarican Sagwrroblie Moadfuaricrs

1255 Main St., Coon Rapids, Minnesola 55448-1410 763-755-2743 Fax 763-754-6939

1
October 4, 2000

Snow Glow Inc.
312 2™ Avenue North
Virginia, MN 55792

Dear Mr, Lakosky:

Thank you for your letter of September 12", requesling a rheeling with Yamaha Motor Corporation. |
woukd like to inform you of our (Yamaha Motor Corporation) current position regarding your Safe-Stop
Hazard Light System.

After your presentation 1o the SSCC commitlee of which | atiended, | informed ali of the Yamaha
management of the snowmobile division of your product and your presentation. While some of our
people have had exposure to your product in the past, for most it was the first introduction. A short time
after the meeting | received one sample of your product and again informed management by
demonstration,

At this time, the Yamaha snowmobile division does not have any additional questions regarding the
function and benefils of your product. We understood your product and presentation very well. Qur
plan will be to evaluate your system during the upcoming winter season and contact you al that point if
we have additional questions. We will also await further information from the SSCC regarding the
future direction of auxiliary lighting systems for snowmobiles.

I would fike to request one addilional sample kit of your hazard lighting system to forward 1o our
engineering depariment in our main office in Japan.

if you have any future updates, information or statistics regarding your product, please feel free to
forward to me and | will continue 1o keep the snowmobile division updated.

Sincerely, ‘

= 7/

Ron Ruzews!

Assistant Department Manger

Yamaha Motor Corporation

Snowmobile Engineering Division

North American Snowmobile Headquarters

Ce: ‘Yarnaha Motor Corporation, RV Engineering Division
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snomlow

From: "Ron Ruzewski" <ron_ruzewski@yamaha-

To: <snowglow@snowglow.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 22, 2001 5:34 PM
Subject: report

Michelle,

With regards to the snowglow unit we had last season.

Installation: Not too difficult although on the unit we instatled the
snowglow, we cduld not use the headlamp for the installation due to the
design. This hampered the performance of the unit.

Function: .

The unit functioned and the battery lasted the season of use. The
visibility from an angle was less than 1 expected but possibly due 1o the
installation,

The rear light was not visible any further than just the reflectors which
are located at the rear when approached by another unit with the light on at
night.

For locatids, if iooking directly at the unit the function was good. (both
front and rear)

Lacking 360 deg vistbility.

Conclusion:

Basically the unit worked good and as marketed. There are limitations to
the system just as there are with other systems. The unit does dmaw
attention but the variables of terrain, conditions and speed are also
related to the effectiveness of the product.

1 hope this is what you are looking for. 1am sure we will have more to
discuss in the future or Ed will.

Repards,

Ron Ruzewski

YAMAHA North American Snowmobile Headquarters (NASH)
Snowmotite Engineering Division

Ph: 763-754-6927

Fax: 763-754-6939

e-mail: ron_ruzewski@yamaha-motor.com

8/23/01



~ July o, 2001

Dear: M. Al Lakosky
Ms. Michelis Robiliard

Following is the results of my evaluation of 3 different dagigns cf sigral light systeme

which inthudes the sample supplied by Sne Glow. Please review, i you wouid iike te
discuss this further you may contact me at (218) 681-9799, exi. 3302,

Sincerel .
%{ £ X/ %ﬂ.ﬁfaﬁz’c&/@

Fred Bernier
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Durabiiity:

' 1 installed the Sno Glow flasher system on a 2001 Panther 4-stroke unit. During
installation it should be noted that the wires running to the rear lamp had t¢ pe
lengthened. During the course of the winter 4300 riles were accumulated or this
snowmoblie with the flasher syslem insfalled. The flasher system remainea functionai
throughout the accumulated miles. Durability of the system appears adequate provided
care is used during Installation.

Performaics % Function.

Tested peronrancs of systan iz varlous cunditiors, La. Siear, Blowing araw, lake,
trails, fuy, stc.

. Beshperformance was noted for clear and lake conditions. Visibility up to 1 miles if
there were minimai competing figni sources. Biowing snow and fog offered the least
performanca. It appears any form of interferencs ciminishes the performance greatly.
With any interferences the side visiniiity is virually nonaxistent, in addition, if you
approach the snowmoblie frem the rear on a winding trail, the reflex of the {aillamp in
the approaching machines headlamp compietoiy dominates the flashing charactenstlcs
of the systan and you Go now peiceive any flashing warning atall

Test 2 other sysiems, these were remcte sliobe type signal iights.

One was a single directional which clipped to the windshield. it performed as well or
better than the previous system by virtue of its higher position on the snowmobile tseif.
The drawback was It-wae very directional and could only be seen from 1 approach

~ direction.

"The escond system was a 3807 visibilty amber strobe light which alao cfips o the
windshieid, From g elond polnt of puie vielbility In all conditions, this system was

" superior in all tests, by virtue of 380° visibility, and its higher lecation on tha vehicle.
Also, the color was not diluted by approaching lights.

- Drawbacks to this light es well as the single direstiora! tighte, could be Jost, could be
removed by @ passerby. Additicnal benefits, cotd be !f:::'ned remotsly in 8 free or hiah
_ - plle of now In the event your snowmobile is notin a visible area, Also, oould be carried
o _ bvindividual walking out on a busy snowmobile trail or along the highway.

'f; v miibe happy e -3 oees 1y frdings and observations with you fusther If you deslre,




SNOW GLOW® INC.

Manufacturers of Specialized Lighting Systems
312 2nd Ave North, Virginia, MN 55792 * 218-749-4829 * fax 218-749-6909
snowglow@rangenet.com http://www.snowglow.com

August 27, 2001

Dear Publishers:

Attached is a press release we are asking you to include in your next publication regarding a survey being conducted
through Snow Glow® Inc at the request of the snowmobile manufacturers. The purpose is to gather more statistics about
the interest and need for additional lighting on snowmobiles. If you would consider printing the entire survey in your
publication, we believe it would help us to reach more riders for more complete information due to the fact that everyone
of course does not use the Internet, and they are reading your magazine. Please consider the benefits to us all with your
help.

We appreciate your time and attention. If you have any questions please call Michelle at 218-749-4829
" Best Regards,

Michelle Robillard

PRESS RELEASE: ATTENTION ALL SNOWMOBILERS!!

Beginning August 24, 2001 a Survey is being conducted to gather information and statistics
regarding the interest and need for additional lighting on snowmobiles, especially when purposely
parked or shut down due to mechanical failure in low light and nighttime scenarios.

The completion of this survey will provide the snowmobile manufactures with riders experiences
and opinion of the addition of Hazard Lighting on future snowmobiles. When you speak your mind,
better products get to market. The manufacturers are happy and the consumers are happy. 1t's that
simple.

Please take a few moments right now to complete the survey at www.snowglow.com/Survey htm or
go to www.snowglow.com , select the Links page and click on the Survey The results of this survey
will be published and al! respondents names will be entered into a drawing for a Snow Glow®
Hazard Light System to be given away Nov. 10, 2001, Thanks for your input and Safe Riding!

SUVeys G(l\(ﬂ( hod



o SNOW GLOW® INC.

Manufacturers of Specialized Lighting Systems
312 2ad Ave North, Virginia, MN 55792 * 218-749-4829 * fax 218-749-6909
stowglow@raugenel.com hitp://www snowglow.com

Dear Fellow Snowmobilers,

By the requesi o[T\ Snowmobile Manufacturer in 1997, Snow Glow®, Inc was asked to build a secondary lighting systemn. This
system would begelf- refiant and would show light when a snowmobile is parked or disabled in dark or Jow light scenarios. Tinss,
an Emergency Hazard Flasher Systemwas developed and is available as an aller market accessory. Just as with hazsrd fighting on an
aulomobile, this system emits a pulsing yellow light 1o the front and rod light to the rear that can be scer for well over 2 mile. The
inconvenience with this system is bowever, that it is not particularly consumer fiiendly (o install.

Installation could easily be done at the faclory and at an equal of lesser cost (o you the rider. Instead, the manulaclurers are now
saying there is no need for this system and you the snowmobilers ave nol interested in this type of safety and convenience system
oft youe sled. "I'th suggest reflectors are enouglt, rellective clothing is available and you have the option to carry a strobe light.

While these items do provide some measure of salety, a built-in hazard light system could be a life saver, whose time has come.
Tell us what you think. To lelp ensure that snowmeobiling is around for years 1o come - for you, your children, and your
grandchildren to enjoy, please complete the briel questionnaire below and refurn it 1o

et

Snow Glow® lnc. 312 2nd Ave North Vieginia, MN 55792,

The lindings and results of this survey will be published in our continuing eflort to keep you inforined, and will be presenied to all
Snowinobiie Manufacturers; the SSCC Snowmobile Safety and Certification Comamitiee; 1SMA International Snowmobile
Manufacturers Association, SAE Sociely of Automotive Engineces, the Canadian Transport; and all other snowmabile alfiliates,
Insurance Conipanies, Law Enlorcement agencics and other individuals who liave assisted in this process.

Thank you in advance Tor your timme and inpul. Remember, every single voice can make a dilference.

1} How many years of riding experience do you have?
Name:
Address:

Male:  Female: Age:__ /rk{\’\éom <aAm l@,_s

2) What percent of your riding is done at night?
) ’ ® do not ride al night O’c SU»(U-QyS i
less than 10%
10% Lo 50%
more than 50%

3) Have you aitended a Snowmobiling Salely Course? yes 1o

I{ yes, wese you instructed on what {o do when stopped or parked on a trail or fake at night? yes no
If yes, what were the instructions?

4) When riding at-night, have.you ever been in a situation where stopped with mechanical (ailure, you felt uneasy ot
concerned aboul not being seen by oncoming traflic thus creating a potential collision? yes no

5) When ridin@ba; night, have you ever been in a situation whete you purposely stopped on a lake or trail and feli uneasy or
concerned dbout not being seen by oncoming traflic thus creating a potential collision? yes no

6) Do you use or carry supplemental lighting with you when you snowntobile? _yes no
If yes, what type?:

e



L

oo 7) Atnight, do you ever purposely stop and park o1t the side of a trail and walk away frot your machine to read a map, wait

for others, Hﬂke in the view, rest and enjoy some quiet lime, eic? yes no

If yes, how do you make your snowmobile visible in the event of oncoming traflic? Please explain,

|

8) Have you had expesience or know of an expericnce when lost or broken down without any lights? yes no

9) Do you personally have or know of anyone who has had the expetience ol being in any type of collision due to the Fact that
a snowmobile was stopped? yes ___no

IT yes, will you share your story?

10) Can you see the benefit and convenience of hiaving a hazard light installed on your snowmobile? yes no

11) A snowmobile hazatd flasher system has been called by some the most essential and invaluable safety feature yet
., introduced 1o the sport of snowmobiling. Others love the convenience and buili-in-security. Still others say there is no
“" need. What do you say? On a scale of | - 10 (with 10 being the bighest) how important do you feel hazard flashers could
be te the sport of snowmobiling?

Please explain:

12) Would you be willing to incur the minimal increase in cost of a new snowniobite 1o have an emergency hazard systemasa
standard feature? __ yes no

13} Please ndtﬁany addilional comments, ideas and input regarding the sport of snowmobiling in general:
: T4

Thank youl Your completing this form and sending it back will aid in the development of new, cost efficient and sensible
accessory feslures on new snowmobiles|

Sale riding and Ivc hope Lo see you on the irails.
Your fiiends and lellow riders at Snow Glow® Inc.

ty
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<gnowglow@rangenet.com>
S¢ Friday, Seplember 14, 2001 10:58
.SUbjeet‘ Hazard Light Survey
iﬂdtﬂ! i the tesalt of your fecdback fonm. 1t was subiitted by
nc_() ol l‘tlday. Seplembct b4, 2001 a4 10:58:10

Fr

: ';5'_m:aud.age: Male 3645

i years.tiding: Over 21 ycors

ikpw.rllucil.higll!.tiding: 0% 10 50%
= Tirstnante: Michald

. . lastngsne: l'nlssun(

o ﬁt)-v:()slcfstmd Y
:lale Sweden

ﬁvwde -

Make and Modd Snowmobibe: Polatis - Varions swadels

- Evet.Atlend.Salcty Cowec?: Yes, the instructions were 1o maove the vehicle aside from the teil il possible,

gt.]fl?t_j,(fmlcenwd.Wlleu.ﬂm&c.l)uwn.liccnusc.()l'.I'nssiblc.(fqnllision?: Yes

f"l\re You.Pui poscly Siopped Al Night?: Yes many lisnres. Yo' re always listening Tor other muwmubulcs hcmg prepared (o
%\m yout own sled in case someone je géfting close toyuu,

Uo Yuu,(,lm)r Supplemental Lighting: Yes a fastlight (Mini-Maglitc)
Yutl Slup What Do. You.Dy. To.Be Seen?: IFi can’t park it in a 100% safe place i leave the engine mlmmg
Ihve.\'uu Liver Been Lost Or.token Dawn. ALNiphi?: No, hope i never will because that's s DAD situstion.

Du Ynu kn_(_mr (}f An.lnjury. o “vltisien Because Stopped With?: Not when things weni really Imd bul some close ones,

,tt
i

Ctn.Vm Seel)enelnl (‘unwmcm.c'f Clemly! ey

E‘}-Olk Fo.Ten Scale Need?: | wisild give ita J0 becausc il duesn't uuly lmpmvc salety when ndmylpmlung it would nlsu be s
ﬁ greul help fiading pmplclslcdi petling lost. : SE0s

91401t
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To: - <snowglow@rangenel com>

Sarni - Monday, Seplember 10, 2001 4:35

Subject: Hazard Light Survey

elow ls the tesull of your feedback fonn. 1t was submiticd by
() vt Monday, September 10, 2001 at 13:35:41

sex.snd.age: Male 21-35
yearsviding: 11 - 15 yeats
ow.much.nighlriding: 10% to 56%
: firstuanie: lidson 7 (
lastnane: Pleiffelntan
) Cm_li.acllinmil: ~
e
clly Grand™ lun‘::lim
siate: CO
e RS
. Qj:_l:g.mcl.MMc!.Snuwmubilc: 2000 Arctic Cat ZR 500
” _E-:er.AItcnd.Sal‘egy.Ctmuc?: yes.. pull the very far right or shoulder of the seail amd Lo start your ssowmobile when other
- ireffie is coming in cither direction and if they are coming in the disection that they see your taillight then flash your biakes &
 Few limtes 0 they see the bright light. '

_ 7{\te.Ymi.lecerned.Wllcn.lhuke_lmwn.liecnusc.(ll'.I'nssihie.( ‘olfision?: N()

,'7:-' I-!‘Ye-ywPumm[y_Sluppell.Al. Nigh'l'F: yes.

pd._You.Cnrry.Supplemcnlni.Liglliing: yes. Fiashlight and emcigency tlashing beacon like used on a lifevest.
_ {f%’%;Yw.Slw.Whﬂ.l)u.Ym.l)o.'l'u_lle.Secu?: { pull as top of the bank and get sight off the trail.
!I;Ve.?q:.liyﬂ_llJeﬂ.l,ml.Ur.l)mken.l)uwn.a\!.Nighl?; yes. Had 2 buddy lead and 1 fullowed him.

" Do.le.anw.Ol‘,,l\n_lnjury.m.(‘oﬂishm.Ilccausc.Sluppcd_Wilh?, Noue.

o Cnn.You,See.Ilenel‘nl.meenii:nce?: yes.

Oné.To Ten Scale NeedT: 10 as snuwmobile prices climb, [ think having the best equipment and options availsble on my sied
would make ma a luppi.ef and mor prepared snowmobiler especially when il comes Lo salely equipment.

thet.ShowUluw@.l;'rixlucls.()uosﬁmns?: nope.

‘oot

-
-
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<snowglow@rangenel com> - o : o
- Wednesday, Seplember 12, 2001 11:17 . - s

“ Hazard Light Survey L L
it of your Feedback form. 1 was submiticd by . S

”t Seplember 12, 200) at 23:17:3) o i

i iex.iml.ige: Male 3645
; -,‘yem.riding: 16-20 yems

bf'—.: .
3 Ilow.iuuch_niglaﬁciding: Less than 10% ,

Vl'l_tslnlme: ip

lastname: beck ‘ .

Makemd Model Saowmobile: ski-doo machz 800

“ Ever.Atlend. Salety. Course?: yes patk ofT Irail and tiy (o park close o shore.
;. Are,You.Concemned. When Broke Down Because O Possible Collision?; yes i have. i cany a sirobe type flashlight

Have.You.Purpusely. Stopped. ALNight?: as i said i carry a sirobe type Dashlight.

Do.You Carry. Supplemental. LighGiig: yes - B

I, Y ou. Stop. What. Du.You Do Te Be.Seen?: no

Hive. You Ever Been. Lust OrBioken. Dowa At Night?: no

1Do.You Kiow. OF An lnjury or Collision Because. Stopped With?: yes. a [riend of mine had mechanical problems e pulled
ol the side of the tiail but did nol have any other lighting. meanwhile another friend came up behind him meanwhile its was

mbwing Ind al mglal e was slluck and susinined a serivus feg injury. NOW he cairies a light Ilke mine,

n. P

Cln. You See Denefit. Cuuvemence? yes.

9/13/01..

-
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 Tot <gnowglow@raiygenst.com> .
5 Sent: Monday, Augusl 27, 2001 8.07
" subject: Hazacd Lighl Survay
- Below Is the tesult of yom feedback foon. N owas subnitted by
() i Mnmlny‘ August 27, 2001 a1 2000748

* sex.and age: Male 3645
yeatsaidimg: 11 - 15 years
K ?__lll)\'l.lllllCll.llig'll,lillillgl Muse than 501%%
" fustname: Kevin

lastname: Hite 1

lelacllimlil:—
;;;.'§Fw;-
' :‘cily: Anclionge
' state: AK
¢ dipeodte SRR
-.,;i fVMllte.and.Mtxlci}muwnmhilc: 2001 700 Swnmit

- Yiver Attend Safety Cowse: ‘Vhe instuctions sie ahways to putl as i to the 1ipgit as possitie aml move downtiail !'wm YOAK -
“ machine. .

. Are. Y. Concerned When lioke Down Bethnse OF Possille Collision™: Most of our siding in Afaska is ool on the trails.
. Hlowever, | nm active in Search and Rescue which has bail implications Collision o the (el is a majw concen, nros!
3el|etnily through a tight

; llave Yl l'uﬂmscly Stopped ALNight?: See Above
S8 ;_u.Yuu.(.‘ atry..'it'lpplcmculnl.l.lgmmg: Yes Stobes, Hashlighis and hend monnted lights.

%.'r.vlnl.SIsmTWI|al_I)u_le tr Fo.le.Seen?: | always park ol the rail. Onee again, wost of owrs is ol wail rding, but the
_ilsue of Ll tklin} lpacts inost othier tide.

: lrllve Yuu Ever Beet Lost Or. Ilm&cu Duown. As.Niglt?: No

3 l)u You Know OF An. imury or Collision Becnuse Stopped Witl?: My sled waa stopped off liail [nlllmugh inalinewl
5 mgchities) while b was consulting an fustouctor as (o r rmete. [was off iy machine whed r stident cane fions behind wy
wichine aixd tear emlcd it at about 20 MP11. She stated that she was wnlduug us point vt lines of tavel and did not realize
ny slluwmdule was m front of hes. 31200 damnge, bockily 1 wass aol on it

an.Yotl.See.lleueﬁI.meemenq:!. Absolutcly

< ol ruining would be an aid 1o Seatch and Rescue This function is mostly af night heie, so 8 non-iitiing malhine can be
2 mnissed I'mm only 8 I‘ew vnuls n\vny ‘There are ahways instances of machines beaking down, aml finding the machine is the =2 - -

RI2RO1
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' <snow;;low@rangene! com> , A
. Thursday, Seplember 13, 2001 9:18 R P
Hazfrd Lighl Survey R

g, Below is lhe tesufl of yout Feedback form. It was submiilied by S L

!'()Oﬂ Tinitsday, Seplember 13, 2000 at 21:18:23 A , R

4

- bex.and.age: Male 36-45

years.riding: Over 21 years

. Iow niuch.night riding: Less than 10%
-+ firstiame: Matt

' lasiname: Alired

", ContectEmall: (MR

We.t’ud.Mmld.Smwmobile: Al nrovntain sleds.

l:\i'e:;l Ailteml Safely.Coursc?; | leach winler back country survival for showinobilers. | have never addressed any night time .
lnv Ssues, -

Mall Allted S
Westerit Editor : el
Amam:an Stiowmobiler

4 .;15,1
; 3!)0 Yw Clﬂy Suppleriental. nginlmg Yes. Kryptan Qashlipi

W

L
"‘"-f

941

i



S“QV_VE!UW ' CgriE,

To: - <snowglow@rangensl.con>
Sent: Salwday, September 15, 2004 7:23 !

" Subject: Hazard Light Survey
Blow is the result of your feedback forn. §t was subumitted by
"6) un Saturday; Seplember 15, 2004 sl 19:23:44 (

“sex.and.age: Male 36-45

. yeuis.tiding: 16 - 20 years
how.muchnighCriding: I?"/- o 5%
Arstname: John

lastname; England

cliy: Beaton Falls
sllleﬁ et
i g
'M-alté.!ud.Mudd.Snuwmobile: mictic cat zi 500
Evei.Aticnd. Salety Coutse?: yes, no
Are.You.Concemned When Broke Down Because O Possible Collision?: yes
Have You Puiposely Slepped Al Night?: yes
l)q.Yuu.Clrry.Supplemenlal.l.ighliﬂg: yed flash light

: lﬁYm.Slop.Wllal.Du_Yuu.l)u.'l'o.l)e.Seen?: n

Have. Yo Ever Deen.Los). Or Divken. Down ALNight?: no

g Dd.Ydtl.Know.l){.An.lnjmy.nr.(?ol!isicm.llccﬂuse..*immwd_Wilh?: yes . a fricad saw an accident where somebody stopped on ™~
a fake at feas! | person died N

€an.You.Sce Denefit. Convenience?: yes

Otse. To Ten.Scale.Need?: 10 you can never be too safe, they coudd ofler it al feast during spiing buying oplions.

' i

\ | o 917101




| anWobW@langenel.wn:»

- Wetkiesday, Seplember 12, 2001 12:33
gt f % {{azatd Lipid Surve

SRR feluw 1 tid 1omult oF yout Teedback v, 1 was salnilied by
A5 0) o Wednesday, Septembet 12, 2000 st 12:13:52

bidaddwiedead.

s.cn.md.lge: Male 46-55

yca-l atiding: Over 21 yews

: how.tnch.nightsiding: 16%5 to S0%%
rﬁmm’m&: Tom’

7 Instimne: Flomsiello

 Contsettionei! QTR
e D

_ city: louglikeepaic
;,f_".“’: NY - |
+ dipoods NI - .
* o Makeand Model Sowimobite: Ski-Doo Mach 7,

-+ Fver. Atlend Salely Coursc?: Yes, besides pull Tar ofV the tnil, awd await aasistance, . L
nolling. «

- Are Yo Conceined Whot ihoke own Bevanse UOF Fossible Collision?: Yea ' i
- Have. YoitPaposcly Stopped At Night?: On a tiail yes, on the lake, Nu
i)d.\’iuﬂ‘m}.Supplcmculul Alghting: Yes, banary stiohe

IR Yont Stop What Do Yo D To Be Seen?: Use the steabe, but ofien o we stop, rest, enjoy the evening,
and nmnelimcs,]wcﬂ you knowttii4 i

Have, Vit ver Beon Lust O Broken Duwns AUNGT: Yes, but was slways with Riiends ot

2% e, You. Kinow. OF A iy or Coltision Bccanse Stupped With?: Yes? ‘Lhis wos on n take, and o filends sled was T-boned, ;.1

it by mnolhek Tilend nd he wns stopped, amd having a amoke . R

D abisit G in damiage, simd o injmices to the tidus,
(thank Uwd)

Ut Yo See Denelil Coovenience?: ABSOUTELY.. . Why do they gl them on cats, motoreycles L
rhy tiod steds, Hint tpesate I the inkbdle of nowhere, with b
it popalation of deet thent lnamans. Thia shoukd be wno ' o R
Uiahiet, Init when you speak doliars amd cenls, beatne nic in : o
bk sujigly. 1730 wag & hew entdy, Mial wondd boost 1P, : .
inhilantl webibiogl wetghit. . b wandddd e on alicady
Salcly itetis mie hmd acllers. .

)
One.To. Fen Scale Need?: 10 ANYTIING that increnacs the salcly on owe spoit
e It

o dalely lealutte, yin'te dond There mie sk emmiph peaple o
bul tievd with lho akilla 1o Insinll dhens, and dealers
- |__n_ul| speed oind looks, ol salety.

. pE .
i{,v%h “ cutibtnend: Lhlil yont cant convinee the mamddctisrers this s an fmpentrn 912101
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; g To' ' <snowglow@rangenel.com>
Sent: Thursday, Sepletnber 13, 2001 6:08

£y . Subject:  Hazard Lighl Survey
"5 Below is the resull of your feedback Form. 1t was submiiticd by
; ..g,_'_-(}onﬁmndny. Seplember 13, 2001 at 06:08:3Y

i
 sex.and age: Male 21-35 . L

yesrs.riding: § - S years
lluw.much.néghl.:idiug: 10% 1o 50%
firsiname: TOD

- lastname: OLSON _

-:I:CunlaclEmaﬂ: “

" city: CHARLEVOIX :

slate: M

L ol G

" Make.and Mixlel Snowmobite: 2000 MXZ 700

¥ “Are.You.Coricerned. When Broke. Down Because OF Possible Collision?: Yes, | was willl group of riders on a long sirelch
~ of lake in the up whicn one of the juys blew a beli. All we had was one simall keychian maglight to wock by and it was a cloud
govered vety dark night.

= Have YouPurposcly. Stopped. At Night?: 1 normally doo't like to stop in the tenil or on a fake ot night just because of the
Lk h_ussible danger involved.

* -

" De.You.Carry. Supplemcnlal Lighting: Il we happen to semember it we will carry a small mag lipht, Most of the time the-only
_ |Iluminahon we have is a lightes. _

FYou.Stop.What. Do. You.Do.Te.Be Seen?: | have pmked on the side of the 11ail guite a few limes, but considering the Fact
" that you can out-run yours head light so easy, £ soumally get oft the tiail quite Tas.

Do.You.Know.OF A Injury.or Collision Because Stopped. With?: A Giicnds son had a break down in a com field late at night
fast yeat and couldirl get the sled stated. By the time he gt back with some fiiends a couple of houss tates the sted had been
- obviously hit by another sted. There were hood parta and long slide imarks leading up Lo lhe sled because someone had to
“lock-up the brakes to try and svold & collision. It didn’t work. What would have been & casy lix on my Friends sled turned into
codphml' htndsed ck:ﬁm it cepaives.

= Catt; Your.See. Benelit. Convenience?: If you do alot of night riding, yes

Oue.Td. Ten.Scale Néed?: 8, most people wandd eppicciate the peace of mind that comes with being safle, but some will
lwiiys be against change.

: - comment: I'd like to thank you for conting out with such a product aisd amsnow for posting the page. Thanks for making it
2o galer out there. '

9713/01
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low Lol S
<stmw;1low@ranganelmm> : ' R _ 73.
ant: Tuesday, Seplember 11, 2001 9.03 st
Subject: Hazard Lighl Survey Al :
Below is the result of your feedback fonm. It was submitted by _ e
() o ‘Tuesday, Seplember 11, 2004 at 21:03:4) et
: years.riding: Over 21 years
how.much nighttiding: 10% lo 50%
firsiname: Elliot
: lasinanie: Haris
ContaciGmail: I
orect UMD
uly. .Loves Park | .
- siate; 1L ‘ . \
zipcode_:*
8 Make.and Model. Snowmobile: Arctic Cat Millenium
i Ever.Auend.Snﬁily.Coutse?: Yes and No. no instiuctions
: ) Art’a.You.Cnucemed.When.Bmke.l)own.lleuausc.(.ll'. Possible Collision?: Allismative '
P Ilfl‘ve.You.Pulposely.Slupped.Al.Niglnt?: Again, yes. :
DoYuu Cury Supplemental Lnglmng flashdight -. o T B

lltclcll lu be out of the way. -
|llve Yuu Bver.Neen.Losl.Or.roken. Down AL Night?: No, fstunatcly

Do,\'uu Know.OF An.Infury. or. Collision.Becavse Stopped. With?: No, haven't had the misfor lune.:

Onie.To.Tedi Scale Need?: 10. Night rulmg jmesents the prentest polential for accidents: 1)Darkness limits vision, 2)Riders
< ate Faligued aiter a Tull day's ride; reaction line slows, 1) Rushing 1o get home; speed exceeds safe limits, 4)Finally, more

5

umr Tor enltiswn svpidaice,

Page 1 of l :

I1.¥ou.Stop What Do.You. Do To Be Seen?: Yes we stop. We don't usake them visible, we try to pull uﬂ'at 8 wide cuougll E :.- ,

Cist. le See. Benefit Convenicnee?: Yes ' REE
. 1 T

% lebsiated riders on Irails. While hazard lighting alone will not cine any of the above lireats, it would increase the mnrgm ol'

912001 -
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- gnowglow

Jo! <snowglow@rangenel.com>

Sent: Friday, Oclober 26, 2001 12:12

Subject: Hazard Lighl Survey

Beow is the 1estht of your feedback foim 1 was subiitted by }
() on Friday, October 26, 2001 a1 12:12:16

|

sex.and.age: Male 36-45

yems.riding: | - 5 years
how.much nightsiding: 10% to 50%
fiestrame: Randy

{astname; Wapner

leaclEmaiI]—

strcet QI

cily: EskS

state: MN

zipcode:‘

Make.and. Model Snowmobile: Arctic Cat 2570, 7370 & Panthes 550

Ever.Atiend.Safely Cowrse?: No

Are.You.Cmcenulul.Wlml.Bmke.l)own.llcc.'msc,()l'.l'ussihlc,('nllisiun?: No.

Have You Purposcly Stopped At Night?: Yes, '

Severl times while riding al night in groups on the pails we have pulled over to stioot the bull. During those limes we all
fell a liltle uneasy with IrafTic amd their inability 1o see us and especially our sleds.

Do.You.Carry Supplemental Ligitting: No. bul 1 should gmaybe 1 will win the diawing).

I£.¥ v Stop. What Do. You.Do To.lle.Seen?: Yes. Vleave it iunning,
Iiave,)fml.Evef.Been.Lnsl.Ur.Btokcﬂ.l)nwn./\I.Nighl?: No. Thank G,

Do. Yol Know. O An dijury.or Collision Becausc Stopped With?: No.

Can.You.See.Benelil. Convenienee?: Yes,

One. To Ten. Scale. Need?: 10. 1 am suprised that the manvfactirers have nol installed this type of safely feature or st Jeast
made them = option, bul like most safely Hprovements unfess they are sued because someone was Injuried or worse they

don'l bee the heed. -

cothment: From ]rour interuel site. o iy ~

o

0!!1@?.5_"_9_#0'01\!@.I’roduels._()ues_tims?: Cant I get some info sent to me on e vent lights?

10/26/01
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: snowglow

To! <snowglow@@rangenel.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 14, 2001 8:20
Subject: Hazard Light Survey

Below Is the tesult of your leedback fonm. It was submitted by
() vt Wednesday, Novembcr 14, 2001 at 20:20:02

sex and age: Male 46-55

yearns.riding: 16 1‘20 years

how.much.night riding: 10% 1o 50%

firsiname: Pete

lastname: Macialosh

state: Mn

Make.and Model. Snowmiobile; Arclic Scrap 7R
Ever.Allea:id.Snl‘cly.Comse?: No
Are_You.Cotcerired. When Moke Dowa. Because (W 1'ossilie. Collision?; Ves, several tinies a season!
Have. You Purposely Siopped AL Night?: Yes, sante as above

Do.You.Cany Supplemental Lighting: a small tlasidight (when Hienembies)

11, You Stop. What 1Da. You Do, To.Be. Seen?: Ves, | puil as far 1o the vight ns 1 can, (when | have a choice-not able lo in some
breskdown siluafions). It is a sell decided stop and enly lasis for a lew maments, | leave the uachine running to show

oncuming tralficiol my presence. When stopper to wail for another stowniobiler or enjoy the solitude, efc., { run back lomy

sled and hope It starts quickly when | herr oncoming tiaflic. When broken down, which happens to evety rider sooner or
iater, 1 pray and go through my will and last iestament in my mind.
. r

Have. You.Eves. Been.Lost. Or. Broken. Duwn ALNight?: Yes, same as abuve.

130.You Know OF An.Injury .or Collision Becanse Stopped. With?: Yes, thice goys were riding on Crane lake side by side.

The middle diiver signalled to the other riders that he had to releive himaclf,, due to prior rough drails. The middle driver came
to & slop along with the ofher lwo sleds and shut ofT his snowmobile 10 nol embarass himself and others by having his
machine runnung and casting light onlo bis activities. Another sled came 1acing acruss the Iske and only saw the lights of the
two outer machines. This sled went in between the two wnning sleds at  fast pace, not secing the middie sled and operaror,
The drivet of this fourth sled was severcly ijured and the operator ol the middle "shut oIl sled was killed, as well as the
machines destroyed.

Can. Ym See.Benefit meemmce? Absolutely, VES

One.To. ’I‘en Scale.Need7: 10+ The only people that would not beaefit from ihis system are persons that NEVER l:hoose to
stop, snd NEVER sufTer a mechanical failure...s0 ) con say this tutes out everyone 1 know who snowmobiles!

f

tortment: Friend. | bilieve thal |l‘ you are expesieucing resistance liow the snowmobile manufaclurers, it is because of how -

ntuch inoney they lake in each year on damaged sled pmits. This is big business to them. I is my personal beleif that because .
of sales of new mschires slowing, due to the fact that there has been sevesal yeaes in 2 row of little of no snow in many areas,

the manufacturers are on & path fowards making muncy above saving a life}

] Oiher.Snqulo\%@.l’roduols.Qucsiions?: No, they look pretty much scif-explanatory lo me.

1 111501

re’
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To: <snowglow@rangenet.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 16, 2002 9:37
Subject: Hazard Light Survey

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by
() on Wednesday, January 16, 2002 at 21:37:34

sex.and age: Male 3645

years.iiding: 6 10 years

how much.night riding: More than 50%
firstname: Rich

lastname: Dufek

ContactEmail: dufek ! 7@hotmail.com
street: 603 5th Ave East

city: Ashland

siate; W1

dpcode: 54806

Make.and Model.Snowmobile: 2002 MXZ 500

Ever. Attend. Safety.Course?: no

Are.You.Concerned. When.Broke Down Because.Of . Possible. Collision?: yes

Have. You Purposely. Stopped At Night?: yes
Do.You.Can'y.Supplemenml.Lightiﬁg: flashlight
If. You.Stop.What Do. You.Do.To.Be. Seen?: no

Have. You Ever.Been Lost.Or. Broken. Down At Night?: yes..park behind them with the sted running for light

Do.You Know.Of An.Injury.or.Collision.Because. Stopped. With?: yes

Can.You.See.Benefit Convenience?: absolutely

One.To.Ten.Scale.Need?: 25.. that would be fantastic. 1 don't know why another couple of bucks when I paid $6500 would

matier. My safety matters the most!

comment: found it on the sight -

1/17/02



sane Juessay, November 20, 2001 914

" Subject: - Hazard Light Survey
Below is the result of your Feedback form. I was submitled by
{) ot Tuesday, November 20, 2001 st 09:19:05

sex.snd.age: Fen’alc 36-45

- years.riding: 1 s years
how.muclunight.tiding: 10% Lo 50%
firstname: Debbie ‘

lasiname; Saam ' !

CoﬂllclEmuil.—

" sireet: LY

ci!j: Bowling Green

slaje: Ol

Zipcode WD

Make.an&.Model.Sm')wmobile: 98 Skidoo Formula 7.
Ever.Allend Safety Cowmse?: No

Are.You Concerned When Bioke Down Because O Possible Collision?: Yes, but we always try to get as far ofT e trail ay
possible and 1o never stop on a curve or hilk.

Have. Y ou Purposely. Stopped ALNIght?: Yes, but same ns above
 Do.You.Carry. Supplemental Lighting: No, didn't know il existed.

IF.You.Stop. What.Do.You.Do. To De.Seen?: 1 usually tide last and so | will slay on my sled with the engine runtting and the
brakes unt su biake lights are lit.

Have. You.Ever.Been LosL Or.Droken Down AL Night?: Weusually cany a flashlight but still it is a scary i'eeliug.
Do.You Know. Of An.injury or. Collision. Because Stopped With?: No
Can. You.See. Benelit. Convenience?: Absolulelyl

One To.TenScalelNeed?: | think it Is o greal idea. 1t could save many lives nnd | doni't sce what the big deal would be to
have them on evéry sled, Pechaps | just don't know how dillicult and expensive an addition this would be However, it
seertis jusl one more wky o make Ihe spor safer thus prolecting it's continuation.

comment: Web sile. Anylhmg lo mal:e snowniobiting saler can only help lowaids he the continuation of this spori. ) dread .
hesring aboul accidents and can'l tel) you how many peuple are out there that scem oblivious of the danger of stopping on Ihe :
trail, sonietimes right smack in the middle. People like that are a danger (o the spart we all love so much. ll' these was some .
kind of fscloty installed safety lighting on these sleds it couldn't rclp but make things safer.

1
1

11720/01
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snowglow

To: <snowglow@rangenet.com>.

Sent: Monday, January 14, 2002 11:14

Subject: Hazard Light Survey

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitied by
() on Monday, January 14, 2002 at 23:14:29,

sex.and . age: Female 3645

years.riding: 11 - 15 years

how.muchg.night.riding: More than 50%

firstname: Doris

lastnarmne: Mower

ContactEmail: firelady(@mint.net

street: RR #1 Box 2530

city: Clinten .

state: Me

zipcode; 04927

Make and Model. Snowmabile: 1992 Skidoo MX Fomula L
Ever.Attend. Safety.Course?: No I have nol But | wear a white illuminated belt around my waste as well as markings on my
suit and helmet, ,

Plus I have a flashing orange beacon on the back of my machine becuase 1 drag at night.
Are.You.Concemned. When.Broke Down Because OF Possible Collision?: yes

Have.You.Purposely. Stopped At Night?: yes : -
Do.You.Carry Supplemental Lighting: carry 2 flashlights as well as road tlares plus my flashing orange light on the back. .
If.Y ou.Stop. What Do.You.Do.To.Be.Seen”: Yes 1 do bui 1leave my orange flashing beacon going while my n-lachine isoff.
Have You.Ever Been.Lost.Or.Broken. Down. At Niglt?: No

Do.You Xnow.OF An Injury.or.Colliston Because Stopped. With?: don't know of one

Can.You.See Benefit.Convenience?: Yes | think it is a wonderful idea. When it is snowing you can't always see other
snomobilers

One.To.Ten.Scale Need?: I give it a 10. The other night a machine was coming through the woods full bore when all of a
sudden he spotted my light. He acmally pulled over and waited while | went by.

It also helps as 2 years ago T come to the rescue of an injured woman on the trail and the orange flashing light helped wam
people that there was a problem and to slow down. 1 feel they

could actuallt prevent many accidents.

comment: | was hunting for information about fatalaties i Maine this year. [ am trying to think
of a way 1o reduce these.

Other. SnowGlow® Products.Questions?: Don't know what they are but 1 would be interested.
1/17/02 -
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Page 1 of 1

To: <snowglow@rangenet.com>

Sent; Monday, January 14, 2002 7:15

Subject: Hazard Light Survey

Below is the result of your feedback form. 1t was submlued by
() on Monday, January 14, 2002 at 19:15:18

sex.and.age: Male 21-35

years.riding: 16 - 20 years

how.much_night riding: More than 50%
firstname: Baxter

lastname: Hopson

ContactEmail: judymae(@barrow.com
sireet: 5105 Herman St. apt. 1/ P.O Box 387
city: Barrdw

state: Ak

zipcode: 99723-0387

Make and Model. Snowmohile: 2061 RMK 600

Ever.Aftend. Safety. Course?: No

Are.You.Concerned. When. Broke. Down_Because. Of Possible.Collision?: yes

Have.You Purposely.Stopped. At Night?: yes

Do.You.Carmry.Supplemental Lighting: no

M.Y ou.Stop.What Do. You.Do.To.Be.Seen?: yes. I park where there is usally no traffic thus eliminating the possﬂnhty of a

collision

Have.You.Ever.Been Lost. Or.Broken.Down At Night?: don't panic wail for someone to pass by.

Do.You.Know.Of An Injury.or.Collision Because.Stopped. With?: no

Can.You.See.Benefit. Convenience?: yes

One. To.Ten.Scale Need?: 10. they make you easy to be seen.

comment. from the web sight. I am from Barrow Alaska and it is dark-4 months out of the year and people get lost out there
on the tundra, and Search & Resque get called 1o look for the lost person and if they had a hazard flasher the would be seen

faster especally in the dark.

1/17/02



SNOW GLOW® INC.

Mantifacturers of Specialized Lighting Systems
~ 312 20d Ave Nortl, Virginia, MN 55797 * 718- 7491829 * fax 218-749- 6909
:nowglnw@rauqom‘l com htip:/fwww snowglow.com

" Februaty 14. 2001

: . The Honorable Jesse Ventura
.- Govetnots OfTice

130 Stale Capitol
75 Constitution Ave
St Paul, MN 55155

Dear Governor Ventura.

This lefter is our formal request Lo meel with vou at vour carliest convenicuce regarding the future and safety
of snowmobiling. We are a Specialty Lighting Mannfacturer Jocated in Virginia, Minnesota who has worked
with all the snowmobile manufacturers since 1993, In 1997 we mlroduced a Hazard Lighting System to fhe
~ jidustry (Lo be used just like on an automobile) using the newest lechnology components available. Our
company putpose is to improve on the salct v aidd convenience ol'snnwnmhiling: to see the sport grow and
thrive - thus our area tourism; and also to sce onr own business as well as the manulacturers succeed and grow.

‘Though lepislation has been introduccd and failed in the past. we reallv do not want to force or require
governmental intervention, but we at this time. arc asking for your help and sugpestions. We are aware of
your Governor Radio Talk Show involving Arctic Cat: it's president Chris Twomey and the preat new 4-stroke
sled. Well, Governor, we have a great product as well. which all the manufacturers are and have been testing
(4 years now) but denial, politics, bureaucracy and lawycers scem to get in the way - and we do not want to risk
any more finte or lives! A hazard light systenr is an inexpensive common sense addition to our snowinobiles
and possibly other recreational vehicles. wlich we so love to ride!

Please alfow us 15 minutes of your time. We will come 1o St Paul anyvtunc, or if you could, come for a ride
with us on our beautiful lakes and trails and scc for yowself: We ceuld go 1o Commissioner Swifl's resort; he
himself has given us a wrillen enddrsement and provided transportation and IRRRB representation in a
meeting at the Arctic Cat plant this past summer.

Governor, we need and would very much appreciale the opportunily to discuss this lurther with you, Pleaseif
you will, see us soon. And 1 know this as well: we will come oul of this yood friends!

Thank you for your time and consideration. We will lovk forward to hiearing [rom you soon

Sincerely,

Al Lakosky, President
Michetle Robillard, Vice Pres.




